




The city of Turku has both deep and diverse 
roots in the esoteric or occult, ranging from 
ancient times of paganism to medieval and 
renaissance magic, and even to modern Turku.

This leaflet is planned to help you remember the content of the dramatised and 
guided tour of the Esoteric and Occult Turku. The tour is arranged as part of the 
program in the conference Approaching Esotericism and Mysticism: Cultural 
Influences 5–7 June 2019, organised by The Donner Institute for Research in 
Religion and Culture and the research project Seekers of the New: Esotericism 
and the transformation of religiosity in Finland during the era of modernisation, 
1880–1940.
The tour is planned and organised by graduate students in Study of Religion, Folk-
loristics, and Finnish Language at the University of Turku. They have conducted 
research in archives and libraries, interviewed experts and insiders, and made the 
content, guiding, dramaturgy, as well as extra material (this leaflet, web pages etc.) 
of this tour as part of their studies. 
This guided tour offers a glimpse into the esoteric history of Turku. These cases – 
persons, groups, and objects – were chosen to represent the wide range of esoteric 
phenomena seen in Turku from the early modern time to the present day. The 
story starts from archeological findings in the Cathedral of Turku, magic trials in 
the Royal Academy of Turku in the 17th century, and continues to alchemical and 
Swedenborgian influences of the 18th century gold-makers August Nordenskiöld 
and Carl Fredrik Bergklint. The stories of Olly Donner and Hélène Jacobsson 
show us the influence of theosophical and anthroposophical ideas in the early 20th 
century. The more contemporary examples of esotericism in Finland are those of 
Pekka Siitoin, Reima Saarinen and Tapio Kotkavuori, all of which provide inter-
esting examples of late modern esoteric practices such as Satanism, left hand path, 
and ritual magic.
The guided tour is divided into seven destinations. This leaflet provides you infor-
mation in brief and the way to the main sources concerning each of these destina-
tions, and a map to guide you through the crucial landmarks of Turku’s esoteric 
history.
We hope you enjoy our trip to esoteric and occult Turku!

Co-ordinators Tiina Mahlamäki & Jouni Välimäki

Students Tuire And, Toni Brander, Elisa Färm, Atte Huhtala, Katriina Marjamäki, 
Mila Santala, Sofia Silvén, Väinö Vähäkallio

For more information, see our web page: esotericturku.wordpress.com



The Turku Cathedral was inaugu-
rated in the 1300s, and since then 
it has tied together, in interesting 
ways, both institutional religion 
and Finnish folk religion, which 
can be seen in many different 
ways. Churches have always 
played an important role in the 
Finnish folk religion, but there is 
not much information available 
about the relationship between 
the Turku Cathedral and folk 
religion, as archaeological excava-
tions have been made a long time 
ago and they are poorly docu-
mented. However, the findings of 
some archaeological excavations 
lead to conclusions that show 
that the arrival of institutional 
religion

(Christianity) in Finland did not 
erase superstition from folk be-
lief, but rather settled alongside 
it.
Several buried objects have been 
found in the surrounding area 
of the Turku Cathedral, such as 
animal and human bones, a Sámi 
shaman drum, and a goat skull, 
which was buried upside down. 
These findings are combined with 
folk belief and witchcraft. In addi-
tion, the Cathedral’s bricks con-
tain a number of interesting signs 
that are still being considered 
by researchers today. PhD Sonja 
Hukantaipale at Åbo Akademi 
University characterizes these 
discovered characters as follows:

“In my opinion even if the marks 
in the bricks are signs of mason 
marks or (if they are) factory 
marks, they are selected in the 
shell structure such way that they 
are supposed to be in sight. Prob-
ably because the most sacred 
part of the Church is wanted to 
be protected from an external 
threat”

Goat skull & frog coffin 
in Turku Cathedral



Perhaps the most interesting 
and eye-catching sign is the 
pentagram pattern, which has 
been archaeologically located 
in the 1300 or 1400th  centu-
ry. From the structures of the 
cathedral also a frog buried in 
a small grave has been found, 
which has been connected with 
the practice of magic.

Main sources: Sonja Hukantai-
pale’s thesis “For a witch cannot 
cross such a threshold!” Building 
concealment traditions in Finland 
c.1200–1950 (2016) and her arti-
cles “The Goat and The Cathedral 
– Archaeology of Folk Religion 
in Medieval Turku” (2018) and 
“Frogs in Miniature Coffins from 
Churches in Finland Folk Magic in 
Christian Holy Places” (2015).



      Magic trials in the 
           Royal Academy 
                     of Turku



Finland’s first university, The 
Royal Academy of Turku, was 
founded in 1640. The acade-
my was running until the year 
1828, when it was moved to 
Helsinki, the new capital of 
Finland. In the 17th century, 
the Church and the Academy 
worked in close relations, and 
the academy was working with-
in the stone wall that circled 
around the Turku Cathedral. 
The academy followed Luther-
an orthodoxy, which is why it 
pursued to root out magic and 
witchcraft from Finland. Despite 
the Lutheran church and its au-
thority, magic was still practiced 
in the 17th century. That is why 
purifying Finland from magic 
and witchcraft was one of the 
royal academy’s main goals. 
Despite that, soon after the 
founding of the academy, 
rumours of the personnel and 
students of the academy prac-
ticing magic started to spread. 
The rumours and the fear of the 
Devil lead to magic trials where 
professor Martin Stodius and 
an academy student Andreas 
Thuronius, among others, were 
indicted. Both suffered from 
the reputation of being a prac-
titioner of magic for the rest of 

their lives.
The restlessness at the acad-
emy can be linked to a larger 
worry of the use of magic in 
Finland. In the 17th century, 
many witch-trials took place 
especially in Turku, where the 
country’s only court of appeal 
existed. The most famous witch 
trials were those of professional 
witches, such as Antti Lieroinen, 
Erkki Juhanpoika Puujumala 
and Valpuri Kyni.

Main sources: Tomas Mansikka’s arti-
cle “Magic in the Early Modern Period 
in Finland”, in Western Esotericism in 
Scandinavia (2016), ed. Henrik Bogdan 
& Olav Hammer. Antero Heikkin-
en’s Paholaisen liittolaiset: Noita- ja 
magiakäsityksiä ja -oikeudenkäyntejä 
Suomessa 1600-luvun jälkipuoliskolla 
(n.1640–1712) (1969).

      Magic trials in the 
           Royal Academy 
                     of Turku



August Nordenskiöld (1757–
1792), the supervisor of Swe-
den’s mining operations in 
Finland, worked as a court 
alchemist for king Gustav III. 
He had studied chemistry and 
mineralogy at the Royal Acade-
my of Turku and, following his 
father’s and uncle’s footsteps, 
was convinced of the reality 
of producing gold by alchem-
ical means. With his brother, 
Fredrik, he was the most famous 
Finnish follower of the Swedish 
scientist and mystic Emanuel 
Swedenborg: Swedenborgianism 
emerged among Finnish intel-
lectuals through their contacts 
with like-minded in Sweden and 
Great Britain. Nordenskiöld at-
tempted to reform both society 
as a whole by producing pam-
phlets of a new societal order 
The New Jerusalem, as well as in 
the field of chemistry or classical 
alchemy, through swedenbor-
gian principles. In his efforts to 
establish an ideal utopian com-

munity in Africa, Nordenskiöld 
travelled to Sierra Leone but 
passed away soon upon arrival.
On the process of making 
the Philosopher’s Stone, Nor-
denskiöld had Uusimaa-born 
surveyor Carl Fredrik Bergklint 
(1763–1824) by his side. 
Bergklint had also studied in the 
Royal Academy of Turku, but 
soon left his career to live with 
Nordenskiöld and his family, and 
run the laboratory. In addition to 
his swedenborgian influences, 
he was also involved in animal 
magnetism.
Transmutation of gold was more 
of a spiritual pursue for these 
men, which drove them into 
economical disaster. Diligently 
they visited wealthy burghers 
across Finland, and especially in 
Turku. Eventually, the king Karl 
III offered them a new alchemic 
laboratory in Sweden, but after 
that, they separated after some 
years.



Main sources: Antti Tuuri’s novels Alchemist I & II and K. A. Cajander’s 
Kullantekijöitä Uudessakaupungissa (1929)



The work of the Donner institute 
is based on the legacy of engi-
neer Uno Donner (1872–1958) 
and his wife, writer Olly (Olga) 
Donner (neé Sinebrychoff) 
(1881–1952). Olly and Uno 
Donner were faithful followers 
of Rudolf Steiner, and supporters 
of anthroposophical activities in 
both Sweden and Finland. Uno 
Donner also worked as secretary 
general in the Finnish Anthro-
posophical Society and brought 
biodynamic farming to Finland.
Olly Donner was born into a well-
known Finnish family of manu-
facturers, the Sinebrychoffs. She 
lived an upper classed, transna-
tional and multilingual life, and 
got an education that suited a 
woman of her class in continen-
tal Europe. Uno and Olly met 
each other in Dresden, got mar-
ried and started life travelling 
together in the hotels and spas 
of Europe and elsewhere. After 
meeting Rudolf Steiner in Lon-
don 1913, they started to follow 

his lectures. 
They also spent time in Dornach, 
Switzerland, where the anthrop-
osophists had their headquarters 
Goetheanum.
Olly was a writer, and wrote over 
30 pieces of novels, lyrical poetry 
and children’s plays. The ideas 
and teachings of Anthroposophy 
inspired Olly, and she used them 
in her writings. Her whole work 
can be read in the library of the 
Donner institute.
The couple left their significant 
properties and wealth to the Åbo 
Akademi Foundation as a part 
of their last will to be used in re-
search into religion and culture, 
especially mystery religions and 
occultism.

Main sources: Julia von Boguslawski 
& Jasmine Westerlund “Putting the 
spiritual into practice: Anthropos-
ophy in the life and work of Olly 
and Uno Donner” in Approach-
ing Religion 8(1) (2018). Jasmine 
Westerlund “Matkani Olly Donnerin 
kanssa” in Takoja 2018.

THe esoteric women of Turku:

Olly Donner & Donner institute





THe esoteric women of Turku:

Hélène Jacobsson & the museum Ett Hem

Main Sources: Alfred and Helene Jacobsson’s private collection of 
letters and photographs from The Collection of the Museum “Ett Hem” 
and Abo Akademi University Endowment.



Ett Hem Museum was originally 
opened in 1932 as a result of a 
donation received by Åbo Aka-
demi Foundation from Hélène 
Jacobsson (1854-–1928, neé 
Kumlin) and Alfred Jacobsson 
(1841–1931) in 1925. The 
museum was demolished and 
moved to its current address in 
1955. Only a few photographs of 
the original museum have been 
preserved and are currently 
held in the archives of Ett Hem 
Museum.
Hélène Jacobsson was an ac-
tive theosophist and a member 
of the Finnish Theosophical 
Society’s Aurora Lodge. It has 

been rumoured that during 
her 80th birthday celebration, 
Annie Besant visited Hélène 
Jacobsson’s home in Turku. Al-
fred and Hélène Jacobsson were 
members of the highest social 
class and they often organized 
parties and theosophical meet-
ings in their home. They also 
had a significant influence on 
the city’s cultural life. During 
their lifetime, they founded two 
museums, Ett Hem Museum and 
the Museum of biology, as well 
as an orphanage. They also ad-
opted a daughter who became 
a theosophist like her adoptive 
mother later in her life.



Pekka Siitoin (1944–2003) was a 
national socialist and an oc-
cultist who was active in Turku 
and Naantali in the latter half of 
the 20th century. He was orig-
inally initiated into occultism 
by Finland’s most well-known 
clairvoyant Aino Kassinen in the 
early 1970s, when Siitoin con-
tacted her for help in his difficult 
life situation. Siitoin claimed 
that Kassinen initiated him into 
Satanism, but Kassinen’s own 
work does not give any credi-
bility to this claim and it is most 
likely that she mainly familiar-
ized Siitoin with Theosophy and 
Anthroposophy as well ufology, 
which was very popular in the 
alternative spiritual milieu of the 
1970s. These influences would 
become the building ground for 
Siitoin’s own spiritual worldview.
During his life, Siitoin founded 
many associations and societies, 
of which the most prominent 

occult ones were Turun Hengen-
tieteen Seura (“The Turku Occult 
Society”), Pegasos-seura (“The 
Pegasus Society”) and Kansal-
lis-Mytologinen Yhdistys (“The 
National-Mythological Associa-
tion”). These mainly focused on 
publishing occult literature, of 
which Siitoin himself under var-
ious pseudonyms wrote a large 
portion, but especially Turun 
Hengentieteen Seura also held 
active meetings in the business 
premises of Siitoin’s photograph-
ing company Siitoin-filmi.
Even though Siitoin’s main occult 
influences were Theosophy, 
Anthroposophy, as well as Ufol-
ogy and Qabalah, his occultism 
is probably most remembered 
from his open and public advo-
cation of worshipping Satan. He 
was the first person in Finland to 
publish literature that dealt pos-
itively with Satanism and devil 
worship, and he did not consider 
Satan and Lucifer to be negative 
forces against God or Christ but 
instead worshipped them in his 
own way “in the name and for 
the grace of God”. He also held 
Jesus Christ as a valid spiritual 
teacher, but saw Satan and Lu-
cifer as representing spirituality 
better suited for himself.

Pekka Siitoin, 
the Satan 
worshipper 
of Turku and 
Naantali



Main sources: Kennet Granholm: “Worshipping the Devil in the Name of God: 
Anti-Semitism, Theosophy and Christianity in the Occult Doctrines of Pekka 
Siitoin” (2009), Perttu Häkkinen & Vesa Iitti Valonkantajat (2015) and biography 
Suomen Führer: Valtakunnanjohtaja Pekka Siitoin 1944–2003, by Iiro Nordling & 
Olavi Koskela in 2006.



Reima Saarinen’s (1950–2003) 
strange journey has become a 
cult legend in the Finnish esoter-
ic scene. Most parts of his life re-
main in mystery where fact and 
fiction are intermingled together. 
In Saarinen’s story, reality trans-
forms into a magical adventure.
Saarinen was an important 
figure in Turku’s Underground 
movement in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. During this time, his 
interest in the occult began. He 
studied Comparative Religion at 
the University of Turku, and in 
1972 he held his first and only 
presentation there. His under-
graduate research paper was 
titled The Practical Kabbala (Cer-
emonial Magic). Even though the 
study is quite short and a kind 
of a summary of the concepts 
of ritual magic, it is written from 
the perspective of how an in-
sider would write on the occult. 
Later in his life, Saarinen would 
claim being a member in many 
of the groups mentioned in his 

seminar study such as Astrum 
Argentum, Freemasons and 
Ordo Templi Orientis. 
Reima Saarinen’s literary legacy 
is quite small and it consists of 
only a couple of occult themed 
articles that he wrote in new 
age magazines such as Sirius and 
Atlantis and an unfished man-
uscript of his book called The 
Lovers Alphabet which is beatnik 
styled crossover of poetry and 
Reima’s sexo-magical theories. 
He also held a lecture series on 
magic in the vegetarian restau-
rant Verso in the 1980s and gave 
a brief presentation on Western 
ritual magic in 1988 at a Para-
psychology seminar held at the 
University of Turku. His lifelong 
goal was to establish a temple 
for the God Pan in Turku, but this 
never came true. 

The magical dilemma of 
Reima Saarinen



Reima was keen on studying 
the occult and he used to visit 
the Donner institute to read 
and study. He also collected
a large collection of books on 
the subject. 
After his death in 2003, many 
of these books ended up in 
Turku’s antiquarian bookshops. 
His interest in magic was always 
intellectual and practical and he 
was known in Turku area as a 
practitioner of ritual and sexual 
magic. Reima is best known for 
his influence on the legendary 

Finnish rock group Mana mana 
whose singer Jouni Mömmö 
was one of his magical disci-
ples. The obscure and weird 
story of Reima Saarinen still 
interests many members of the 
Finnish occult scene.

 

Main sources: Perttu Häkkinen & 
Vesa Iitti: Valonkantajat (2015) and 
interviews with Reima’s friends 
and associates in 2019



Main sources: 
Aletheia-trilogy (2016–2018) and an interview with Tapio Kotkavuori in 2019

     Tapio Kotkavuori 
                       and the 
    Prince of Darkness



One of the most recent examples 
of the esoteric in current Turku is 
the story of Tapio Kotkavuori and 
his path in The Temple of Set. 
The Temple of Set is a magical 
initiatory order founded in 1975 
by a high-ranking ex-member of 
The Church of Satan. 
Kotkavuori’s journey in the 
Temple started in 1991. In the 
following 16 years, he rose from 
I-degree Setian to IV-degree 
Magister Templi. During these 
years, he participated in many 
international Setian workings 
and Temple projects. Kotkavuori 
was the first to start a Setian 
project focused solely on yoga 
from the Left-Hand Path perspec-
tive. In 1997, he started to study 
Comparative Religion at the 
University of Turku which was an 
important aspect in his initiation 
process. 
As a Magister Templi Kotkavuori 
founded his own Order, The Or-
der of the Great Bear. It under-
lined the importance of a holistic 
initiation and specialized in the 
Nordic cultural heritage and 
shamanist tradition for magical 
inspiration. In 2004, Kotkavuori 
was appointed to the governing 
body of the Temple, The Council 

of Nine. This was an important 
occasion, as he became the first 
North European Initiate to enter 
the Council.
Kotkavuori’s first book Vasem-
man käden polku (The Left-Hand 
Path) was published in 2004. 
The book was an introduction to 
Left-Hand Path magic and theo-
ry, and later it became the most 
well-known Finnish book about 
ritual magic. The book became a 
cult classic and it inspired many 
young Left-Hand Path followers 
and Satanists in Finland.
Kotkavuori resigned from the 
Temple of Set officially in 2007 
because he felt the Temple’s 
view on magic and philosophy 
had diverged from his own ideas. 
He was also dissatisfied with the 
Temple’s dichotomy between the 
Right and Left-Hand Paths.
During his years in the Temple, 
Kotkavuori shaped the organi-
zation’s philosophy, was almost 
recognized as a V-degree Magus, 
defended the Temple in Finland 
against Christian propaganda, 
helped scholars who were study-
ing Left-Hand Path organizations, 
and saw first-handed the growth 
of the Temple in Europe.

     Tapio Kotkavuori 
                       and the 
    Prince of Darkness
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